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seldom had a body to myself, but have lodged up and down
wherever I found a genius suitable to my own, In this
manner I continued, some time with the top wit of France,
at another with that of Italy, who had a statue erected to
his memory in Rome. Towards the end of the i y th century,
I set out for England; but the gentleman I came over in
dying as soon as he got to shore, I was obliged to look out
again for a new habitation. It was not long before I met
with one to my mind, for having mixed myself invisibly with
the literati of this kingdom, I found it was unanimously
agreed amongst them, That nobody was endowed with
greater talents than Hiereus;1 or, consequently, would be
better pleased with my company. I slipped down his throat
one night as he was fast asleep, and the next morning, as
soon as he awaked, he fell to writing a treatise that was
received with great applause, though he had the modesty
not to set his name to that nor to any other of our produc-
tions. Some time after, he published a paper of predictions,
which were translated into several languages, and alarmed
some of the greatest princes in Europe. To these he pre-
fixed the name of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq; which I have been
extremely fond of ever since, and have taken care that most
of the writings I have been concerned in should be dis-
tinguished by it; though I must observe, that there have
been many counterfeits imposed upon the public by this
means. This extraordinary man being called out of the
kingdom by affairs of his own, I resolved, however, to con-
tinue somewhat longer in a country where my works had
been so well received, and accordingly bestowed myself with
Hilario.2 His natural wit, his lively turn of humour, and
great penetration into human nature, easily determined me
to this choice, the effects of which were soon after produced
in this paper, called " The Tatler." I know not how it hap-
pened, but in less than two years7 time Hilario grew weary
of my company, and gave me warning to be gone. In the
height of my resentment, I cast my eyes on a young fellow,3
of no extraordinary qualifications, whom, for that very reason,
I had the more pride in taking under my direction, and
enabling him, by some means or other, to carry on the work
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3 Harrison.   [T. S.]
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